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January 14, 2011 - June 3, 2011

The Arizona Attorney General’s Office Forensic Services Advisory Committee is pleased to announce the inaugural class of the Arizona Forensic Science Academy.  This interactive and innovative course allows prosecutors and defense attorneys to learn about the scientific issues which are presented in your cases, and also provides you with an opportunity to conduct direct and cross-examination of scientific experts. The sessions will include both lectures by subject matter experts and interactive peer-group discussions. Attendee attendance and participation is critical to the successful completion of the Academy, therefore, attendees must commit to attending at least 80% of the sessions and actively participate.
The seminar will meet every Friday, beginning January 14, 2011 (excluding April 22), for a total of 20 weeks, from 1- 3 p.m. at the Maricopa County Forensic Science Center located at 701 W. Jefferson St., Phoenix, AZ 85007. Classes will be held in the auditorium.  

Topics will include:

· The Scientific Method and how to bridge the gap between scientists and lawyers

· Applying Daubert, or not!
· Scientific introduction and evaluation of the following forensic disciplines: crime scene processing, DNA, Controlled Substances, Toxicology, Latent Prints, Firearms, Arson, Trace, and Questioned Documents

· Death Investigation and “How to Dissect an Autopsy Report”

· Digital Forensics: Computer, Cell phone, audio, and video analysis

· The National Academies of Science Report on Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States

· Tours (in-person and/or virtual) will be provided of the following facilities: The Department of Public Safety Crime Lab, the Phoenix Police Department Crime Lab, the Maricopa County Medical Examiner’s Office, and the Arizona Computer Forensic Lab

The cost for the course is $200.00, and includes a text, Forensic Science, An Introduction, by Saferstein, and all course materials.  The seminar may qualify for up to 40 hours of CLE credit. 

All interested attorneys are invited to apply, but preference will be given to those who have been practicing for 3 - 7 years and who have jury trial experience.  Applications must be submitted electronically to ForSci@azag.gov by November 1, 2010 by 5:00 p.m. You will be notified whether you have been accepted for the course by November 12, 2010.  

