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Arizona Youth Survey, Gender Study

Overview/Fact Sheet

Our mission is to sustain and enhance the coordination, cohesiveness, productivity and effectiveness of the criminal justice system in Arizona

About the Findings:

“Data from the original Arizona
Youth Survey allowed deeper
research into issues of gender,
gangs, guns and poor school
performance to demonstrate that
prevention programs which pro-
mote positive community, school
and family factors positively in-
fluence the performance of Ari-
zona youth. What we have found
in our research is that kids who
come from backgrounds with
strong social networks perform
better in school, were less likely
to join a gang, carry a gun or
weapon to school or experiment
with alcohol, tobacco or illicit
drugs,” Ballance explained and
added, “on the flip side of that
equation, youth who are exposed
to poor neighborhood conditions,
anti-social and dysfunctional par-
ents or friends are at a signifi-
cantly greater risk for gang mem-
bership, carrying guns, perform-
ing poorly in school and report-
ing much higher usages of alco-
hol, tobacco and illicit drugs.”

-- Steve Ballance, ACJC Statistical
Analysis Center

Purpose:

The ACJC is statutorily bound to perform an assessment of Arizona’s children with
regard to alcohol, drug and tobacco use as well as measure risk and protective
factors which is done in a study called the Arizona Youth Survey. The AYS biennial
survey provides meangingful insights into not only drug, alcohol and tobacco use
among Arizona kids, but also provides data to help researchers understand specific
gender issues as well as school failure, gang and gun issues among the state’s 8th,
10th and 12th graders.

Methodology:

Participating schools were selected to ensure that students from large and small
schools in each Arizona county were represented in the survey. Careful selection of
the schools were sampled and uniform administration of the survey have resulted
in survey data that are valid and representative of the students in grades 8, 10, and
12 in Arizona.
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speaking to the underlying conditions impacting our state’s youth and allows
for more detailed analysis relative to specialized populations.

This study clearly demonstrates the importance
of measuring risk and protective factors
for Arizona students so that parents, teachers
and policy makers have accurate informa-
tion to effectively assist students who may
have numerous risk factors and few pro-
tective factors in their lives.
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Risk Factor Grade 8 Crade 10 Crade 12

State | Mlale [Female | State | Male [Female | State | Male [Female
Community Domain
Low Neighhorhood &ttachenent 381 371 3835 3|3 380 394 443 442 443
Corrnunity Disorganization 43.1 4.7 440 40.0 41.0 g 305 426 36.5
Transitions & Wohiity 47.4 46 .4 48 4 453 454 452 45.1 446 459
Laws & Norws Favor Drug Use 349 36.4 332 351 369 333 331 355 30.7
Percened Loailshility of Diugs 38 386 417 505 509 498 g0.1 g1.5 390
Percenved dovailability of Handzuns 375 40.3 35.4 247 307 18.7 327 413 244
Family Domain
Poor Farily hanagement 43.1 4232 428 41.5 46.5 366 462 512 419
Farnily Conflict 46.1 3|7 51.4 343 208 326 314 2EE 340
Fanily History of Antisocial Behavior 40.5 36.0 439 373 368 326 355 333 3713
Parent &ttitudes Favorable to A5B 4.7 41.1 423 443 513 TR 429 518 347
Parent Attitudes Favor Dirug Use 258 250 26.0 440 46.5 418 452 403 417
School Domain
Lcadetnic Failure 523 S6.8 46 9 6.5 403 452 437 47.1 40.5
Lowr Corarnitrnent to School 41.2 459 36.0 45 4 518 380 44 6 1.5 383
Peer-Individual Domain
Febelliousness 40.0 394 40.2 40.9 456 361 386 439 EEN
Early Initiation of &5B 356 41.4 2589 311 408 17 322 44 4 207
Early Initiation of Dirug Use 40.3 306 40 6 390 408 368 406 431 385
Littitudes Favorable to A5B 6.3 46 .8 6.2 54.5 61.4 415 533 0.7 46 6
&ttitudes Farorable 1o Drug Use 374 351 3|5 474 50.4 442 4.4 0.3 450
Percenved Risk of Diug Use 478 46 46 6 453 501 408 476 356 40.2
Interaction with Antisocial Peers 521 552 48 6 482 529 455 478 553 410
Friend's Usge of Drugs 419 387 450 448 453 44.4 413 429 40.1
Sengation Seeking 41 6 46.1 374 446 534 368 6.5 582 356
Fewards for A5B 380 340 41.5 346 342 356 40.1 4.7 387
Depressive Symptoms 4.2 374 578 438 6.2 511 LN 354 456
Gang Irwobement 217 218 208 134 17.1 10.0 10.7 12.4 9.1

Gender Study Report Highlights:

Low Commitment to School- Across Family History of Antisocial Behavior

all grades: males were at greater risk.
Percentage of students indicating that
they seldom or never found assigned
school work meaningful and important.
(30.8% Male compared to 21.4% Female).

Family Conflict - Across all grades:
Females were at greater risk. Percentage
of students indicating their families
argued about the same things over and
over. (39.0% Male compared to 48.9%
Female).

Interaction with Antisocial Peers
- Across all grades: Males were at greater
risk. Percentage of students reporting
one or more friends being suspended
from school. (38.4% Male compared
to 28.4% Female).

Depressive Symptoms - Across all
grades: Females were at greater risk.
Percentage of students indicating that
they saw themselves as failures. (16.7%
Male compared to 23.0% Female).

- Across all grades: Females were
at greater risk. Percentage of students
indicating that a family member had
a severe alcohol or drug problem.
(28.2% Male compared to 37.9% Female).

Sensation Seeking - Across all grades:
Males were at greater risk. Percentage
of students indicating that they had
done something crazy and a little
dangerous at least once a month.
(40.1% Male compared to 23.1% Female).

Handguns- Percentage of students
indicating that handguns were Very
Easy or Sort of Easy to obtain. (31.7%
Male compared to 20.1% Female).

Gang Involvement - Percentage of
students involved in a gang. (6.1%
Male compared to 3.8% Female).



