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The Arizona Criminal Justice Commission (ACJC) in collaboration with

the Governor’s Office, the Department of Education, the Department of Health Services, and the
Office of Problem Gambling conducted a statewide survey to assess risky behavior—such as the
use of alcohol, tobacco, and other dangerous drugs—among Arizona 8" 10" and 12" graders in
2006. The study is legislatively mandated to measure attitudes, prevalence, and frequency of sub-
stance abuse among children in the state. The survey was conducted with technical assistance
from Bach Harrison, LLC.

Table 1: Percentage of Arizona Students Who Have Used

Drugs in Their Lifetime Substance Use Among Arizona Youth
8th Grade 10th Grade 12th Grade Total
Alcohol 504 67.6 745 617 Alcohol continues to be the most used substance among youth in Arizona
Cigarettes 308 438 500 306 across all grades, with 50.4% of 8" graders, 67.6% of 10" graders, and 74.5%
e 80 18 156 110 of 12" graders reported having drank alcohol at least once in their lifetime. For
|Mi_ 183 340 426 292 substance use in the 30-days prior to taking the survey, alcohol was the most
Ihelod 152 1 38 129 widely used, with 24.1% of 8" graders, 39.2% of 10" graders, and 47% of 12"
Hallucinogens 2.1 4.1 5.6 3.6 . . .
P v - e o8 graders having drank alcohol at least once in the 30-days before taking the sur-
Sedatives 10.0 143 17.4 13.2 vey.
Stimulants 3.4 7.1 8.5 5.9
o = — — = The four substances that have the highest percentages of lifetime and 30-day
eroin - 2 . i .. i L
Methampheta- oo oo oo ” use are alcohol, marijuana, sedatives, and prescription drugs. Generally, the
— = — = - results show that the rate of substance use among youth tends to increase as a
Prescription o 100 200 143 youth’s age increases. As can be seen in tables 1 and 2, the only exception to
o this pattern are the rates of inhalant use, which actually decreases as youth get
older.
Table 2: Percentage of Arizona Students Who Have Used Chart 1 shows the usage rates of the six highest used drugs by gender. The
Drugs in the Past 30 Days rates of substance use for males and females are generally similar to one an-
8th Grade 10th Grade 12th Grade Total e . . -
e el > — o other. Surprisingly, for some drugs girls report slightly higher rates of use than
%’enes 10.5 17.1 21.8 15.3
Smokeless
oo il i > i Chart 1: Lifetime and 30-Day Usage by Gender
Marijuana 8.5 15.7 18.1 13.1
|Inha|anls 6.2 3.1 a7 4.1
Hallucinogens 1.0 1.7 1.7 1.4 70.0
Cocaine 1.7 2.9 3.3 25
Sedatives 4.5 6.6 7.1 5.8
60.0
Stimulants 13 29 ap 22
Ecstasy 0.8 1.0 0.9 0.9
Heroin 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.7 50.0
mfntzzmphe‘a' 10 17 14 13
Steroids 0.8 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.0 Dvales
Prescription 45 73 8.1 6.3
rugs W Females

30.0

Methodology:

The 2006 Arizona Youth Survey was admin-
istered in schools representing all 15 coun-
ties in Arizona. The 2006 AYS consisted of

data from 362 schools and 60,401 students. 00 | | | lﬂﬂ

Percentage of Students Who Have Used ATODs

o - - o - Lif etime 30-Day
This is a significant increase over the 2004 ey o mtes bt e e | e [PreseTBt | o | enoena | 1o | rens [PTe5e171
AYS, which was comprised of 266 schools onrge onpriege

. O Males 60.2 40.3 311 11.6 11.0 12.9 33.9 16.1 15.0 3.7 5.1 6.0
Wlth a Sample Of 40’960 StUdentS M Females 62.9 39.0 273 14.0 15.1 154 34.8 14.6 115 4.5 6.5 6.4




Antisocial Behavior Frequency

The Arizona Youth Survey also asked students if they participated in several types of anti-social and delinquent behavior in the
past year. As a whole, the antisocial or delinquent behaviors students participated in most often were binge drinking, and be-
ing drunk or high at school. The rates for binge drinking have decreased over the three administrations of the Arizona Youth
Survey. Unfortunately the rates of carrying a handgun and being suspended from school have increased over same time pe-
riod.

Table 3: Percentage of Youth Engaged in Heavy Substance Use and Antisocial
Behavior in the Past Year

Gang Activity

8th Grade 10th Grade 12th Grade Total

The results from the AYS
show that 3.6% of the youth

141 | 160 | 134 | 260 | 251 | 224 [ 322 | 325 [ 282 | 237 | 227 | 199 report being currently in a
Binge Drinking gang. If you extrapolate this

Prunk or High | 154 | 132 | 13.0 | 204 | 208 | 21.1 | 238 | 222 | 214 | 19.6 | 17.7 | 17.6 FESEEB D e e, 0]
at School and 12th graders in the state,

2002 | 2004 | 2006 | 2002 | 2004 | 2006 | 2002 | 2004 | 2006 | 2002 | 2004 | 2006

Soldlilegal | 57 | 50 | 49 | 99 | 89 | 91 |100| 08 | 98 | 84 | 73 | 74 then approximately 9,000 stu-
Drugs dents in those grades are
Stolen a 33 | 48 | 46 | 36 | 44| a7 | 21] 26| 312 30 | 42 | 43 gang members. When you
ehicle look at individual grades, 8th
91 |87 83| 80 [91 |93 |[82|01| 78 | 85 | 89| 85 graders have the highest in-
Been Arrested volvement in gangs with 4.3%
Carried a 67 | 65| 76 | 50 | 59 | 75 |49 |55 | 70 | 56 [61 | 75 self-reporting gang member-

Handgun

School Safety Issues Table 4: Students' Responses to School Safety Questions

With regard to students’ percep- 8th Grade 10th Grade 12th Grade Total

tions of school safety (see Table 2002 | 2004 | 2006 | 2002 | 2004 [ 2006 | 2002 [ 2004 | 2006 [ 2002 | 2004 | 2006
H Carried a Gun to

4), there has been little change School in Past 12 ol as | e | is | s | 26l oo | s | 2al 15 | 15 | 16

since 2004. The data shows that |Months

over one and a half percent of In a Fight at School at

. Least Once in the Past 21.5 27.6 25.6 12.4 17.1 15.7 6.5 9.9 8.9 14.0 20.2 18.0
students have carried a gun to 12 Months

?cr)]sotoslér\]/eﬂr]]epg?c?ér){tek?;\?gg;rlr-ie q RO Feel SafeatMyl 515 | 256 | 253 | 133 | 222 | 235 | 7.3 | 163 | 171 | 146 | 224 | 228
H Did Not go to School at

aweapon to schpol in the 30- Least One Day in the

days prior to taking the survey. PastMonth Because | g3 | 373 | 107 | 23 | 78 | 78 | 26 | 56 | 50 | 35 | 88 | 84

Felt Unsafe At School
or On the Way to
School

Carried a Weapon to
School at Least Once in| 5.4 6.3 6.9 5.8 5.6 7.3 6.8 5.2 6.0 5.9 5.8 6.8
the Past 30 Days

RlSk and PrOteCtIVG Be_zenThrgatenedor
Factors L”A“;ﬁﬂ&':tgrip‘f‘éfﬁ/pﬁ]” 100 | 161 | 155 90 | 135 | 139 | 56 | 101 | 95 | 84 | 139 | 136

the Past 12 Months

The Arizona Youth Survey is based [geenBuliedatteast | /o | nA | 382 | WA | NIA | 245 | NA | NA | 143 | NA | NA | 282
on the risk and protective factor

model of prevention. The risk and protective factors studied are categorized

in four important areas of a youth’s life: 1) community; 2) family; 3) school; This fact sheet was prepared by:

and 4) within individuals themselves and their peer interactions. Having an Michelle Neitch, Research Analyst
understanding of the risk and protective factors affecting youth allow preven- Arizona Criminal Justice Commission
tion strategies to target risk factors that are unacceptably high and protec- 1110 W. Washington, Suite 230

tive factors that are unacceptably low. Phoenix, Arizona 85007
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